WOMONSPAC | ) 


February 
1990 


Womanspace is a social, recreational, and 
educational organization for the lesbian com- 
munity of Edmonton and area. Womanspace 
was formed a number of years ago by a few 
womyn who saw a need in the lesbian com- 
munity of Edmonton. Part of the vision of the 
original founding members was to form an alter- 
native to the gay bars and clubs. Out of this 
vision evolved our monthly dances, the newslet- 
ter, and our Thursday night drop-ins. The mem- 
bers of Womanspace have asked for and 
organized workshops of interest to lesbians, car 
rallies, ski trips, camping trips and a library 
geared for us. Womanspace has provided a more 
creative environment for the womyn to get 
together and for them to learn to work together 
and support each other. Every single activity is 
done by volunteers. The drop-ins are hosted by 
volunteers and everyone who works at our dan- 
ces is a volunteer. OUR society, OUR organiza- 
tion. It’s whatever we want to put into it. It’s 
womyn supporting womyn, taking care of each 
other and ourselves, creating a better environ- 
ment for our sisters coming out behind us. 

Our address is: Basement, 9930 - 106 Street. 
Our phone number is 425-0511. If you have any 
questions or comments, please give us a call. We 
would like to hear from you! 


Cover 


The art of impersonation is not new to 
the world of opera. In Paul Czinner’s filmed 
version of Richard Strauss’ opera Der 
Rosenkavalier (1962), Sena Jurinac is the 
young man Octavian (traditionally sung by 
a woman) who becomes romantically in- 
volved with Sophie (sung by Anneliese 
Rotheberger). 3 

The above article and the picture on the 
front page of this newsletter are preprinted 
from What a Drag - Men as Women & 
Women as Men in the Movies by Homer 
Dickens, Quill, New York 1984. 
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Newsletter 
locations 


Abacus Books, 
10449 - 124 Street 


Common Woman Books, 
8724 - 109 Street 


Greenwood’s Bookshoppe Ltd., 
10355 Whyte Avenue 


Gay and Lesbian Community Centre, 
9917 - 112 Street 


The Roost, 
10345 - 104 Street 


Women’s Resource Centre, 
University of Alberta 
11019 - 90 Avenue 


Womonspace Office 
Basement, 9930 - 106 Street 


Ww 
WOMONSPACE 


Womonspace News is published 
monthly by Womonspace Social, Recrea- 
tional, and Educational Society of Edmon- 
ton. Womonspace is a non-profit 
organization for lesbians in Edmonton and 
surrounding areas. 

Please note that in order to respect the 
confidentiality of some individuals and/or 
groups, this newsletter will not be publish- 
ing last names or complete names, depend- 
ing on the situations. 
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Why Should I Care? 


| could, you know, very easily live in my 
own “safe little world”. 
steady relationship 
accepting parents and family 
solid career 
and certainly not least, good friends 
Why do | place upon myself the extra 
social and emotional burdens associated 
with the administration of an organization 
such as Womanspace. 
There are no financial or professional 
gains here for me. 
e often | use my own materials and car 
for projects 
e¢ my experiences with a lesbian or- 
ganization are not noted in my resume 


So Why do I get Invceived? 


| met my girlfriend at Womanspace 
dance, 3 years ago last October. 
Most of my support group - friendships 
were developed at lesbian/gay functions. 
Some day, | would like to be able to - 
e include my girlfriend on my dental 
plan 
e adopt a child 
¢ openly hold hands and kiss in public, and 
not have it considered deviant behavior 
e place her photo on my desk and freely 
use the words “us” and “we” while 
talking to co-workers . . 


Why Should You Care? 


“Foresight is much better than 
hindsight” she smiled, rocking in her chair 
at home for Lesbian and Lesbian-positive 
Seniors. 


Lynn K.R. 
President of Womanspace 


Wanted 


Womanspace News would rather use 
photos and graphics produced by women in our 
community than lift materials from published 
works. Please send us photos and drawings that 
express your lesbian-vision. Black and white 
reproduces better, but colour is acceptable. If 
people are recognizable, get their written per- 
mission for us so we can use the photograph. We 
have lots of talent out there waiting to be dis- 
covered! 


letter to the Editor 


Well, after the sad event in Montreal, 
where 15 people were needlessly killed and 
where women were singled out from men 


for having the courage to be non-traditional, 


how do you feel about men and women 
today? Sure, women are still doing the cook- 
ing, cleaning, caring for, the serving - but 
the same can be said of all slaves of the past 
- whether men or women. So how does an 
innocent, unknowing baby grow up to be a 
womanhating man? Why are most Univer- 
sity professors men, and most engineers 
men? While women are improving their 
position in society slowly and sometimes at 
the price of their lives, men are running the 
show. How can we as women, as a com- 
munity of women change this? (Hint - 
remember the babies of this world still 
haven't learned what “society” expects of 
them). 
... HONK... time’s up! The answer: 


| would be very interested in other 
women’s comments and ideas on this 
dilemma. 


— Bye, Ruffling-the-Hens aka CR 
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Jennifer Berezan 
& Chris Webster: 
Unforgettable 


Jennifer Berezan and Chris Webster, who 
thrilled audiences at the Folk Festival last sum- 
mer, will perform in Edmonton on Wednesday, 
March 7 during a cross-Canada tour. This Inter- 
national Women’s Day concert will raise money 
for Common Woman Books. 

A homegrown Albertan, Jennifer began her 
musical career playing at the Kensington Cafe 
during her student days at the University of Cal- 
gary. She met her musical partner Chris Webster 
while working as a teacher in California. Chris, 
whose home is in Davis, California, leads a band 
called the Spydelz when she isn’t on the road 
with Jennifer. 

Jennifer first played in Edmonton in 1988 as 
opening act for Heather Bishop. 

She returned the next year for a solo concert, 
which was followed by an invitation to perform 
at the Edmonton Folk Festival. There, Jennifer 
and Chris played to an overflowing tent and 
made an all-too-brief appearance mainstage on 
Sunday night. They also lead a workshop with 
Heather Bishop, Connie Kaldor, and Bill Bourne. 

Jennifer has performed at events for gay, 
feminist, peace, and environmental groups, as 
well at folk and women’s music festivals in 
Canada and the U.S. Her credits include an 
appearance with the San Francisco Gay Men’s 
Chorus, The Regina Folk Festival, the Canadian 
Women’s Music Festival, the National Women’s 
Music Festival (Bloomington) and the Michigan 
Womyn's Music Festival. 

“In the Eye of the Storm”, Jennifer's first 
album, is a spicy blend of folk, rock, and reggae 
which mixes her own compositions with the 
work of songwriters like Deborah Romeyn and 
Charlie Murphy. Many of the songs deal feminist 
and lesbian issues. 

“Borderline” describes the singer’s nostalgic 
longing for Alberta and a former lover. “The 
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Teacher’s Song” depicts the pain of a gay teacher 
who is fired when her sexual orientation be- 
comes known. The final chorus defiantly 
proclaims: “We don't live like they do, we don’t 
love like they do/We may be outcasts and 
strangers, but the children would be in danger/if 
there weren’t teachers like us in the schools.” 

“Kitchen Revolution”, which features an ir- 
resistible rhythm, invokes the spirit of womyn 
“rising all over the world”. Using the image of 
the names quilt, “Names” lovingly com- 
memorates the men and women who have died 
of AIDS. With songs of love and courage, Jennifer 
and Chris sing to lesbians and to all who struggle 
for change. 

“Riverdale Red”, a local folk/jazz duo will 
also perform. Arlene Carson and Denise Spitzer 


_ specialize in irreverence. They call their offbeat 


style “politico-jazz”. Lark Clark of Juba will MC 
the evening’s entertainment. oa 

WHERE AND WHEN: 7:30, Wednesday, 
Mar. 7, Centennial Library Theatre (downstairs, 
main library downtown). 

TICKETS: $12 regular, $9 low income. 
Available at Common Woman Books (8724 109 
St, 432-9344) or at the door. Free childcare. 
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= SHOWCASE — 
Yenus of the Month 


Womonspace would like to acknowledge and 
give thanks to an incredible volunteer. Agathe has 
been with Womonspace since August of 1982. Shortly 
after joining Womonspace she became our Vice Presi- 
dent, followed with being the President for 3 years. 
With one years break, she came back as our Activities 
Director and the following year as Treasurer of 
Womonspace. The last two years, Agathe has 
remained involved by redoing of our Financial books. 

Agathe has also been a Dance co-ordinator since 
1982 and remains on call. She volunteered at the first 
dance she attended “to get to know more people”, to 
mopping of the floors of the Hazeldean Hall, to 
reviewing of Womonspace’s Constitution in 1984. 

Her expertise in volunteer involvement, profes- 
sional attitude of running of this organization 
(Roberta’s rules of Order), combined with a dedication 
towards improving of our community has been a 
positive influence on Womonspace and her members. 


Womenshine 


Alberta Women with disabilities - of Women- 
shine as it is known - is continuing to have meetings 
for any interested women. The next meeting is 
scheduled for February 14th with an alternative date 
of February 28th. Please call to confirm which date 


is on. The location is Bader Towers, which is an 


accessible housing building and interpreters will be 
provided. 

In addition, as part of the celebration of Interna- 
tional Women’s Day/Week, Womenshine is organiz- 
ing a group participation of the Jennifer Berezan 
concert held on March 7th. We are hoping to en- 
courage as many disabled women to attend as pos- 
sible. 

To assist hearing women in communicating with 
deaf sisters, a sign language book will be put in the 
Womonspace library. | 

If you need any help with transportation, atten- 
dant care or interpretation for the deaf regarding the 
Jennifer Berezan concert and/or want more informa- 
tion about Womenshine’s next meeting, please call 
Janet at 469-6148 or Tanis at TDD 988-9559. Also, 
if you are interested in learning sign language call us. 


eee er fw: 
Family Day 


On February 19th we will be celebrating a new 
official holiday, “Family Day”. Lesbians are a part of a 
family, whether it be your family by choice (friends, 
community, church etc.), parents, relatives, by birth or 
adopted. 

“What is it like to be a lesbian?” What can we say? 
We live in the world as individuals with friends, lovers, 
families and children; jobs, neighbours, grocery shop- 
ping, laundry and bills; interests, problems and respon- 
sibilities - just like everyone else. But we live as lesbians 
and that does make a difference. 

Lesbians discover the passion and delight of loving 
women in the midst of a society which denies the validity, 
often the very existence, of that love. 

The above two paragraphs are reprinted from Step- 
ping Out of Line, A Workbook on Lesbianism and 
Feminism by Nym Hughes, Yvonne Johnson and Yvette 
Perreault 


Missing Newsletters 


Womonspace is trying to recover some of her 
missing newsletters. We sent one copy to the Canadian 
Women’s Movement Archives in Toronto to be stored 
on microfilm. Three copies are kept in Womonspace’s 
fire proof filing cabinet for her own archives and the fifth 
copy is in the newsletter working files. If you have any 
of the below mentioned, please get in touch with Elaine 
at 455-0885.Even if you don’t want to give up your 
copies, allow me to have photocopies. Lets save some 
of our herstory! 

Missing are; May 83 (Vol.1 No.5) one issue, 
Sept.84 (Vol.2 No.9) one issue, May 87 (Vol.5 No.1) 
one issue, July 87 (Vol.5 No. 3) 3 issues, Sept. 87 (Vol.5 
No.5) 2 issues, Oct. 88 (Vol.5 No.9) 4 issues, Nov/Dec 
88 (Vol.5 No.10) 4 issues, April 89 5 issues, May/June 
89 (Vol.6 No.3) 4 issues, Oct.89 (Vol.6 No.4) 4 issues 
needed. 

| also need to verify the periods that our newsletter 
was not printed (so | don’t overlook anymore missing 
issues). 
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Fvents 


General Meeting 


The General Meetings are held on the second 
Tuesday of every month at the Women’s Building 
(Basement, 9930 - 106 Street), at 7:30 p.m. Both 
members and non-members are welcome to attend. 

Our next meeting is on January 9, 1990 and the 
following is on March 13, 1990. 

Womonspace is reviewing & changing her con- 
stitution, so this meeting is of importance to her 
members 


Lesbian Drop-in 


- The second Thursday of every month, 
Womonspace holds a regular social from 7:00 p.m. 
to 9:00 p.m., at the Women’s Building in the main 
meeting room. Join us for a relaxed evening of coffee 
and conversation. All are welcome! 

The next drop-in is on Thursday, February 8, 
followed by another on March 8. 


Dance Committee Meeting 


If you are interested in getting involved in the 
planning and running of our monthly dances, then 
please attend our meetings. The next meeting is on 
February 22 at the Women’s Building, starting at 7:30 
pm. New volunteers — please call the Womonspace 
line to confirm the date. 


Newsletter 
Committee Meeting 


Womonspace News is still needing more volunteers 
on this committee. My intention is to teach 2-3 volunteers 
the complete system of publishing the newsletter (for 
back-up). We always need more articles and artwork. 
Active members wanting to complete the required 8 
hours of volunteer work (to vote), | need a couple of 
women to drop off newsletters around Edmonton. There 
are many different areas of the committee to be involved 
in; writing, editing, collation, production, distribution, 
reporting of other activities happening. Consider the 
experience gained from putting together a newsletter and 
the great way to meet more women! Call Elaine at 
455-0885 for more information. 
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Board Meeting 


The next Board Meeting is on February 6, starting 
at 7:30 pm., followed by another on March 1st. If 
interested in attending, leave a message on our 
answering machine or with Elaine at 455-0885. The 
location is unknown at this time. 


Open Bowling 


Held at Scona Bowl, 10544 - 82 Ave., from 1:00 
p.m. until 3:00 p.m. every Sunday. $2.00 per game 
and the shoes are included. 


PR Directions Activities 


We are in the process of updating a referral list. 
If you have names of lesbian-positive professionals, 
businesses and other organizations etc. that we can 
use, leave a message on the Womonspace’s machine 
or drop us a line in the mail. Womonspace will 
contact the suggested referrals before they are put on 
the list. 


Lesbian Visibility/Invisibility 


An update on the course mentioned in 
Womonspace’s January issue. This course is being 
offered by The Women’s Program, University of Al- 
berta. It is on April 17 to May 22, 1990, on Tuesday's 
from 7 to 9 p.m. The course number to register is 
6322. For more information call the Women’s Pro- 
gram at 492-3093. They are located at 11019 - 90 
Avenue. 


Women’s Dance 


To be held on March 24th at the Riverdale 
Community Hall, 9231 - 100 Ave., 8:30 p.m. til 1:00 
a.m. Non-Alcoholic beverages available. $7.00 - 
sliding scale admission. This social is by the Edmon- 
ton Women’s Music Collective. All Womyn are Wel- 
come. 
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Events (continued) 
Card/Games Night 


On the 4th Friday of the month, Womonspace is 
planning a card/games night. It will be a non-alcohol 
social with refreshments available. The Paul Kane 
House is the considered location, but being the first 
month of this event please call Womonspace’s phone 
line for details. 


Womonspace General Meeting 
=—_— January 9, 1990 


e moves that we re-new our membership to NAC (Na- 
tional Action Committee on the Status of Women). 


e moves that G.S., MS., V.B., A.G., S.I., and C.D. be 
signing authorities for ALCB (Alberta Liquor Control 
Board). 


e moves that we get the cash register cleaned at the cost 
of no more than $60.00 plus the cost of 3 keys. 


e moves that the Women’s Gay Games soccer team 
co-sponsor the August 1990 Womonspace dance and 
that the GALA Civil Rights Committee co-sponsor the 
October 1990 dance. 


e moves that we only accept one more co-sponsoring 
group for dances for 1990 (November) and not start 
booking 1991 until October 1990. 


e moves that Womonspace makes funds available up 
to $2000.00 (total debit) to financially assist groups/in- 
dividuals participating in the Gay Games ‘90 as Team 
Edmonton events (sports/cultural). Applications for 
financial assistance will be accepted until the end of 
May 1990. Applications are to include team/group/in- 
dividual projected costs, other sources of financial 
assistance that they will be receiving and personal 
contributions. Each application will be assessed and 
may receive assistance up to 25% of their costs. 
Criteria yet to be determined. 


Womonspace Board Meeting 

— January 29, 1990 

e moves that Womonspace allot an average of $30.00 
per month, for educational materials for the 
Womonspace library. 

e moves that we present a small framed picture to the 
volunteers of the month, with Lynn and Elaine or- 
ganizing it 
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Fdmonton’s Alfemative 
Radio Station 


Gaywire is a 1 hour program which runs weekly 
between 6 and 7 p.m., Thursdays on CJSR FM 88.5 (104 
cable FM), the University of Alberta radio station 

Gaywire focuses on events, news, music and gossip 
of interest to the gay and lesbian community of Edmonton 
— from around Edmonton, the province, Canada and 
abroad. 

Tune in some Thursday and find out what other 
gays/lesbians are up to. Better yet, give your input by 
dropping by the station, Room 224, Student's Union 
Building, University of Alberta campus, between 5 & 7 
p.m. on Thursday, or by dropping Gaywire a letter to the 
same address. 

It’s your community, so let's hear what you think 
about the representation (or misrepresentation) of it! 


DPandora’s Vox 


Pandora's Vox is a new women’s program on CJSR 
FM 88.5, University of Alberta radio. They cover current 
women’s issues and run Mondays between 5 and 6 p.m. 

This program for all women, needs volunteer 
listeners and participants. If you want to do more than 
just tune-in, contact Debbie at 433-4650 or Amy 
(program co-ordinator), at 492-CJSR. 


Stonewall Climbers 


Stonewall Climbers are a Gay and Lesbian outdoor 
organization. They are located in Boston, Massachusetts, 
and they have member clubs all over the states and 
Toronto. On February 17 to March 4, 1990 they are 
holding a mountaineering and ice climbing event near 
Banff, Alberta for more experienced climbers. A note to 
the Lesbians, out of the 5 best climbers involved in the 
Stonewall Climbers, 3 of them are Women. The main 
contact is Vince Langmann in Boston at 617-277-8719 
or by writing to Vince c/o Stonewall Climbers, P.O. Box 
445, Boston, MA. U.S.A. 02124. 

On Saturday, April 28th, Stonewall Climbers are 
planning a “Leam the Ropes Day”. The cities so far 
involved in this event are; Boston, Washington, Min- 
neapolis, San Diego, Toronto..., and maybe Edmonton! 
The Canadian contact is Carla-Krystin, Andrade in Toron- 
to at 416-530-0453. In Edmonton anyone interested in 
having a “Leam The Ropes Day” contact Carolyn at 
425-8185. 
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WOMORNSPACE 


DANCE 


February 17. 1990 
at the Bonnie Doon Hall 
9240 = 93 Street 
$330 P.M. to 1330 A.M 
Admission: Members - *4°, Non-Members - °7” 


As of January, 1990, all members must show their 
membership card at the door to get the *4 admission 


Credits 
Lynn R., C.R., Shelly 1, Elaine K., Sandi, Barb L., Karen, Tanis, & Carol 


Please Note: Articles published in Womonspace News do not 
necessarily reflect the policies and opinions of Womonspace. 
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